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GCSE Geography Coursework

In this section in your files you should put the following notes:

· Background theory to counterurbanisation

· Preparation sheets for the fieldwork – NB these should be kept carefully as they will be placed in an appendix at the back of your project and will earn you marks for your coursework

· Guidance sheets for the write up of your project

· Any bits of your coursework as you complete them


Your Geography coursework is based on a process we will be studying in the settlement topic next year. So to prepare you for your data collection, we need to study some of the background theory on the process of counterurbanisation.

1. What is counterurbanisation?

· In the late C19 and early to mid C20, MEDCs were dominated by a movement of people from the countryside to urban areas, a process known as urbanisation. This was in response to the industrial revolution as work became available in urban areas.

· However, the past forty years or so have been dominated by another process known as counterurbanisation, ie the movement of people from large towns and cities to smaller towns and villages in the surrounding rural areas. 

2. Why has it been occurring?

The reasons for it go something like this:



So counterurbanisation tends to take place in accessible villages located within commuting distance from larger towns or cities. Let’s look at the push and pull factors in a bit more detail.

2.1 Push factors
These include:
· Congestion

· Desire for bigger houses & a safer environment to bring up children

It is possible to identify different times in life when people are more likely to migrate. These movements are known as life cycle migration. They can be summarised in the following graph:



As you can see, many people decide to move in their late twenties and thirties. Why would people tend to migrate then? Why would they not tend to move out of cities prior to this stage in their lives?
Why would they be likely to move to counterurbanised villages? (we will write down answers to this question in the next section. 

2.2 Pull factors
These villages tend to have some attractive qualities about them that make them appealing to the migrants. These include:
· The housing environment
(Add annotation to the photos outlining why people would move here – make sure you point out their ‘child-friendliness)
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· The general environment (surroundings) of the villages
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· Good communications network associated with the villages (why is this important?)
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3. What are the characteristics of the migrants?

Migrants mostly tend to have the following characteristics:

· AGE – migrants tend to be 

· mostly couples aged between 25 and 40, often with young children. 

· any younger than this and they may not be able to afford the expensive housing found in counterurbanised settlements; they may not have started their families at this stage either, and so would have less motivation to move out of the city.
· any older and the education of teenage children may be disrupted by the move.

· some places experiencing counterurbanisation will have older people (>60) who move out of cities when they retire  - but this will not be the case in Moira. 


· SOCIO-ECONOMIC GROUP
Migrants tend to be of higher socio-economic groups ie professional and managerial or skilled non-manual. This is because they can afford the cost of:

· the large, expensive houses that tend to be built in the counterurbanised villages

· commuting to cities to their place of work 
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4. What impact does counterurbanisation have on a village?

The term morphology refers to the size and layout of settlements. Obviously as people move in to the villages, their morphology changes significantly. Add annotation to the following maps highlighting the impacts counterurbanisation has had on the morphology.
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PUSH FACTORS


ie the bad or negative aspects of a place that make you want to leave there





PULL FACTORS


ie the good or positive aspects of a place that make you want to move there





SOCIO-ECONOMIC GROUPS are groups into which people are placed according to their occupation. They therefore give an indication of a person’s wealth. There are five of them:


Professional and managerial eg


Skilled non-manual eg


Skilled manual eg


Semi-skilled eg


Unskilled eg











